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Raising Awareness, Igniting Change






Press Release Template. Cut and paste from the text below to draft a press release for issuance on or prior to International Women’s Day, March 8. Select a sample headline, below, or create your own; then insert company-specific information as appropriate.

[Name of Company] Celebrates International Women’s Day by Highlighting Accomplishments and Future Challenges for Women in Information Technology

[Name of Company] Launches [Name of new of ongoing Program(s) or Event(s)] to raise awareness and increase women’s participation in IT.

Increasing Women’s Participation in IT: An Important Frontier for Human Rights and International Women’s Day

[Name of Company] Highlights Women’s Participation in IT as an Important Arena for International Women’s Day Efforts

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

[DATE] – [City, State] – As the U.S. and other countries gear up for International Women’s Day, [Name of Company] is highlighting the urgent need to improve conditions for women in information technology (IT).

In 2007 women accounted for only 27 percent of the U.S. IT workforce —a steady decline from 1992, when women’s IT employment peaked at 36 percent. In contrast, women’s participation in most other math and science fields has steadily increased during this same time period, and women’s participation in fields such as medicine and law have neared parity. Many find this trend particularly disturbing, given the vital role IT plays in the nation’s economy and in its citizens’ quality of life.

[Name of Company] seeks to improve women’s participation in IT through its [Name of Program/Event]. The program aims to [goal of program – e.g. attract more women, retain/advance more women, provide mentoring or professional development, interest young girls, confront unconscious biases]. The program [describe key details – e.g. when established, how it works, who it is for, what the specific outcomes will be].

[Insert quote from company executive or use sample quote here: SAMPLE/OPTIONAL QUOTE: “IT is a particularly important area of focus for International Women’s Day,” says Lucy Sanders, CEO of the National Center for Women & Information Technology (NCWIT). “If we are really serious about improving conditions for women, as well as improving innovation and product development, we must step-up our efforts to increase women’s contributions.”]

[Name of Company] joins a large number of companies around the globe who are focusing their International Women’s Day efforts on improving conditions for a diverse range of women in IT. NCWIT, a coalition of over 100 prominent corporations, academic institutions, government agencies, and non-profits working to increase women’s participation in information technology, is hosting a website (www.ncwit.org/iwd) to document these efforts and a blog for dialogue about International Women’s Day celebrations of women in IT. NCWIT provides resources for organizations to increase women’s IT participation, including an International Women’s Day Program-In-A-Box that helps companies put together their own programs and events.
International Women’s Day (IWD) is a global celebration of women’s contributions. First celebrated in the United States in 1909, International Women’s Day was instituted to honor women’s achievements and to strategize ways to improve rights and living conditions for women around the globe. In 1978, The United Nations began recognizing International Women’s Day on its current date, March 8. Today, International Women’s Day provides a forum for developed and developing countries worldwide to ignite change efforts for increasing women’s participation in political, economic, and social realms.

[Insert Company Boilerplate]
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