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LAUSD Foshay Robotics Team 597 Earns Highest Honor at International Competition 

A family that inspires and encourages STEM within their community and beyond. 

 

 
 

Los Angeles, CA (April 30, 2015) -- 

     This year, at the 2015 FIRST World Championship in St.Louis, MO, Team 597, The Foshay 

Wolverines, were able to earn the  prestigious Chairman’s Award and became the third team in 

California to achieve this high honor earned by only 22 other teams in  FIRST’s history and to be 

inducted in the FIRST Robotics Hall of Fame.  Foshay Wolverines demonstrated that despite the 

team’s limited resources, they were able to change the culture within their community about 

STEM Education.  Team 597 was not only judged on their presentations but on the impact 

they’ve had within their community.   

 

Members dedicate at least 200 hours of community service through numerous charity events 

such as breast cancer awareness, blood drives, canned food drives, charity walks, Toys for Tots, 

math tutoring, and more. For the last six years, they have helped serve over 16,000 meals to 

needy families through Gobble Gobble Give. Routinely Team 597 conducts 15 to 20 robotic 

demonstrations at community events, elementary and middle schools, as well as events such as 

http://www.team597.net/
http://www.team597.net/


the Los Angeles Trade Technical College STEAM fair, Stan Lee’s Comikaze Expo, the Los Angeles 

Times Festival of Books and more to raise awareness of the STEM field. 

  

Ana Hernandez, Co-Captain and NCWIT National Aspirations in Computing Winner said, “Joining 

the team exposed to me to STEM,  Lego robotics and research projects and really helped shape 

my path early. Continuing onto the high school program not only gave me the coding and 

building experience but I also gained valuable skills such as public speaking and networking. I’ve 

been able to gain scholarships, two programming internships, and have spoken at several talks 

including presenting at Apple’s Incorporated headquarters during their diversity week to 

advocate the importance of the involvement of minorities and women in STEM.  My 

involvement in team Team 597 has completely changed my life and earning the Chairman’s 

Award has been such a great way to show how much our dedication has been recognized.”  

 

Bryan Guzman , the other senior captain said, “I realized that what sets us apart as a team is 

our resilience, the ability to recognize that win or lose; we do it not just as a team but, instead, 

as a family. That is why, to me, the Chairman Award is much more than an award and honor. It 

is recognition of the family that we have created. It is a chance to further change our 

community.”  

  

    Team 597 is more than just a robotics program.  It is a family that is able to SHARE - Show 

How Awesome A Robotics Education (the team’s motto) - within their community. It is a group 

composed of inner city high school students who will be first generation to attend college. 

These students are not held back by their background and socio-economic status. Because of 

their positive robotic experience, they are now likely to pursue STEM careers. Team 597 builds 

more than robots, they build character in their students, mentors, school, and community. 

 

 

### 

About The Foshay Robotics Team 597 

 Team 597 is a LAUSD high school FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition in Science and 

Technology) Robotics team from Foshay Learning Center in South Los Angeles. Since 2001 their 

team has set out to change the way their community perceives STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, and Math) careers. Adhering to the spirit of FIRST, their mission is to encourage, 

motivate, and inspire young men and women through the use of Robotics to pursue their 

interests in the STEM fields. They foster a positive, humanistic and multicultural experience that 

cultivates teamwork, responsibility and commitment to all stakeholders involved: students, 

teachers, parents, mentors, sponsors and their community. 

  



                                                                                     ###  

                                                                  About the FIRST Robotics Championships  

More than 18,000 students from around the globe traveled to St. Louis, Mo. and put their 

engineering skills to the test at the annual FIRST® (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science 

and Technology) Championship. High school students from 40 countries, including Mexico, 

Australia, China and more, took their robots and STEM programs to the annual Robotics 

competition. Founded by Dean Kamen, famous inventor and philanthropist, who created this 

competition to encourage and inspire young students interested in science, technology and 

engineering. To learn more go to: http://goo.gl/gJIimD 
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